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The violence has to end immediately!

Peace for Israel and Palestine!

Declaration by the German Bishops on the war in Gaza

People all over the world are appalled by what is happening in the Holy Land
today, just as we are, the Catholic bishops in Germany. We know that when
terrorism and war no longer leave room for a peaceful exchange between
peoples, and when people are denied their elementary rights, then the Church
needs to speak out. It is an integral part of our special responsibility as Germans
to attach particular importance to the solidarity with the Jewish people, as well
as with the State of Israel. This leads to a unique perspective, but it does not
allow us to compromise when it comes to the universal principles that are to
guide the international community, and which are also illustrated and reasoned
in Catholic peace ethics. We are calling on those in positions of responsibility
in our country and in the international community to do everything in their
power to put a stop to the spilling of blood, and to create a foundation for
peaceful co-existence in the Holy Land.

In a few days’ time, two years will have passed since Hamas’ horrific terrorist
attack on Israel. Both there and elsewhere in the world, this date recalls the
brutality with which terrorists murdered more than 1,200 people on the morning
of 7 October 2023, injured 1,000 others, and abducted some 240 hostages to the
Gaza Strip. The attack was not only an act of terrorism, but also an assault on
the life and dignity of the Jewish people and on the right of the State of Israel to
exist. Hamas, which has devoted itself to annihilating Israel and killing Jewish
lives, put its inhuman ideology into action on that day in an unparalleled manner.
7 October 2023 marks the worst disaster in recent history for the people in Israel
and for Jews everywhere.

The Israeli government has since sought to destroy the terrorist organisation
Hamas with military means. Israel’s right to defend itself cannot be called into
question. This right is however not limitless but is subject to the boundaries
imposed by international law. The disastrous consequences of the war, which
has gone on for two years now, have long since been obvious. The strategy of
the Israeli Government of pursuing only military means has had catastrophic
consequences in the Gaza Strip: more than 60,000 people have lost their lives,
and more than 150,000 have been injured, whilst entire swathes of the coastal
strip are in ruins. The apocalyptic images emanating from the Gaza Strip are
horrific and document the suffering of a civilian population struggling to survive
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in the midst of wholesale destruction. Their need is exacerbated by the blockade on
humanitarian aid. International aid organisations report that more than two million people in
the Gaza Strip are at risk of acute hunger. Finally, Israel’s ongoing ground offensive in Gaza
City, involving the displacement of some one million people to the south of the Strip, will
culminate in a renewed humanitarian disaster. This also affects the remaining Christians in the
compound of the Catholic Holy Family Church, and in the Orthodox Church of Saint
Porphyrius, whose future is uncertain.

There is no doubt that the war in Gaza was triggered by Hamas’ terrorist attack. The terrorist
war is also being continued, as has been shown for instance by the recent rocket attack on
Jerusalem. And the intolerable way in which the hostages have been treated, as well as the abuse
of Palestinian civilians as human shields in acts of war, should make it clear to everyone what
kind of regime Hamas is. It is however also clear that the Palestinian civilian population must
not be blamed for the crimes of Hamas’ leadership. Major doubts have furthermore been voiced
in Israel itself as to the actions of their own government. Fear for the safety of the hostages who
are still being held by Hamas increases every day.

The conflict is made much worse by an amalgamation of political interests and fundamentalist
religious convictions. This leads Hamas and other terrorist organisations to mix the struggle for
Palestinian liberation with a decidedly Islamist agenda, and to view the destruction of the
Jewish State as being legitimised by religion. Things are different in Israel, but there too a
growing influence is exerted by ideologies that are both religious and political. Jewish
fundamentalists and right-wing extremist politicians from within the Israeli government are
thus invoking their understanding of the Biblical promise of the land and pursuing the idea of
a “Greater Israel”, hence denying the right of a sovereign Palestinian state to exist. Religious
ideologies in the political arena, and any violent attempt to implement them, must be decisively
rejected. Politics essentially consist of negotiating different interests. The Middle East conflict
for territory, security and sovereignty may also be solved through negotiations. This however
becomes virtually impossible if political interests take on religious ballast, thus rendering them
non-negotiable.

It is cynical to blame Israel for Hamas’ terrorism. At the same time, we may not disregard the
fact that military escalations for their part spark new spirals of violence and ideological
radicalisation, and thus also place Israel’s long-term security at risk. The Israeli government’s
military interventions in various countries in the region, such as recently in Qatar, increase
Israel’s isolation. It is especially disastrous that the Israeli government is creating a de facto
situation in both the Gaza Strip and in the West Bank, posing long-term obstacles to a just peace
between Israelis and Palestinians. This also includes the violence committed by radical settlers,
often tolerated by Israeli authorities, against Palestinian villages in the West Bank, which we
condemn explicitly.

Despite the necessary criticism of Israel’s politics, it must however also be clearly stated that
there is a profound distinction between justified criticism of the actions of the Israeli
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government, on the one hand, and hostility towards people of the Jewish faith, on the other.
Hamas’ terrorist attack on Israel has led to increasing anti-Semitism worldwide with regard to
Israel: Jews are being collectively blamed for the politics of the Israeli government. For the
Church it is clear: anti-Semitism and hatred of Jews are to be condemned, whatever form they
may take and in whatever context they may arise. The fact that hostility towards Jews is also
growing in Germany, and is frequently expressed openly, is a disgrace to our country. Churches
and Christians must never accept it.

If there is one lesson to be learned from the immeasurable suffering of recent years, it is that
violence without any willingness to reach a real solution to conflicts always leads to new
counterviolence, and never to reconciliation and peace. Both peoples, Israelis and Palestinians
alike, have done severe harm to one another in the course of the 20" Century and beyond, and
need to reach a realisation that suffering cannot be balanced against suffering. The countless
victims have not brought about the hoped-for peace, but instead have left the survivors behind
in sorrow, desperation and hate. This means that the road towards forgiveness and reconciliation
is arocky one, and yet it is the only path that can open up prospects for the peace that all people
in the region deserve.

We join together with Pope Leo XIV in calling for an immediate end to the violence in the Holy
Land. We are demanding the immediate release of the Israeli hostages who are still in the hands
of Hamas. At the same time, we are demanding unfettered access for humanitarian aid to the
Gaza Strip. Each delay costs human lives. No political manoeuvring and no military interests
may outweigh the right to food, water, healthcare and security.

We stress once more the need for a political solution respecting the elementary rights and
interests of both Israelis and Palestinians in equal measure. War may never replace a political
negotiation process. Lasting peace can in fact only grow where both peoples find security,
dignity and hope for the future. This is why we are calling on the international community,
including on the German Federal Government, to live up to their responsibility and support
initiatives that create the foundation for a fair coexistence: two states living peacefully side by
side.

Hope for peace in Israel and Palestine almost seems an illusion at the moment, but neither the
enemies of today, nor the world community, should permit themselves to be robbed of it. Have
not we Germans in particular had the experience that we were permitted to make friends with
our neighbours once more, after a terrible time of war and crimes? And is it not also a sign of
hope that the Churches in Gaza with their aid organisations, supported by international partners,
also continue to take care of the victims, and that groups of Israelis and Palestinians do not
permit themselves to be dissuaded from coming together in a commitment for reconciliation?
God with His care for all people and all peoples is the most solid rock of our hope, even in the
face of the worst disasters.

Fulda, 25 September 2025



